Meeting Birth Family

In June of 1998, our family joined with another family for a two-week family tour of South Korea.  Our two adopted children who were born in South Korea were ages 12 and 13 at the time.  One of the first steps we took was to begin a background search for birth family with the expert help of Kim Matsunaga, a social worker fluent in Korean.  Kim helped us prepare for the trip by talking about our fears and expectations and encouraged us to put together photo albums of each of our children to take as gifts for the birth and foster families.  On our third day in South Korea we had our first meeting with our daughter’s birth mother and other birth family members.  Kim translated and skillfully facilitated an emotional meeting with our daughter’s birth family as we began to learn about our daughter’s life before adoption.  The photo album was a great aid in sharing stories about our daughter. Kim was also able to arrange a wonderful visit and meal in the home of our son’s foster family.  With Kim’s help and connections we were able to individualize our tour to include a piano factory tour and learn firsthand about Korean food and the culture.  Our family trip was truly a journey of discovery with the guidance and support of Kim Matsunaga.  

